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"Dear father! Vast and mysterious are the attributes of Lord
Maheswara kindly elucidate Siva Tatwa". Brahma replied,
"Son! your doubts are quite pertinent. Strange indeed are
the ways of Lord Siva. He is at once the kind Sankara and
the terrible Rudra. Only the Great God and his son
Subrahmanya can clear your doubts. None else can
understand and explain the divine attributes of
Parameswara. Go to Dakshina Kailasa on the banks of the
Swarnamukhi, observing austerities invoke Lord
Subrahmanya in the hillock named Vidya Saila and worship
Sri Kalahasteeswara manifest there as a tall linga. Your
doubts will be cleared by the grace of Parameswara11.
Then the sage went to the spot indicated by Brahma.
He worshipped the Vayu Linga, went to Vidya Saila, prayed
to Lord Subrahmanya, installed a Siva linga called
"Kailasanatha" established a teertha called Tatwa prakasa
teertha and started penance. After some days
Srikalahasteeswara appeared before him and instructed his
son Subrahmanya to explain Siva Tatwa to the sage in full
detail and disappeared.
Guru Guha explained as follows:
VRISABHA VAHANA : At the time of Pralaya, as
Siva was dancing the cosmic dance every thing in the
universe was getting destroyed. The only shining object
was Paramatma. At that time Dharma (rightuousness) took
the form of a bull and sought the protection of the Lord,
Lord thought that Dharma should never be destroyed as
every thing else had its support only in Dharma. In view
of the fact that he had the whole universe in himself he
decided to have the rightuousness in the form of the bull
as His Vahana. Thus Nandi carries Siva and is sustained
by Him.
HOLY ASHES AND CREMATION GROUND : As
indicated above every thing was reduced to ashes at the